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The South Coast Air Quality Management District &&IMD) appreciates the
opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned desumThe following comments
are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and @glb@uincorporated into the Final
Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responsealtoomments contained herein
prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated NegatDeclaration. The SCAQMD would
be happy to work with the Lead Agency to addresselissues and any other questions
that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Airl@Qudpecialist — CEQA Section, at
(909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarthiege comments.

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
Attachment
SS:GM

RVC060110-11
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1.

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposd
Terra Vita Project, 3.2807 — TTM 33936

In the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration’s (Dr&ND) project description, the
lead agency proposes the construction of a 42eonmidominium complex and other
construction on a 4.65-acre site, but does nottifydahe project’s construction or
operation air quality impacts. Because this infaramahas not been included in the
Draft MND, the lead agency has therefore not dennates! that the proposed project
will not generate significant adverse construcbomperational air quality impacts
that may trigger further analysis pursuant to tléf@rnia Environmental Quality

Act.

To calculate the proposed project’s emission ingdbe lead agency can utilize the
current URBEMIS 2002 land use emissions model, lwban be accessed at
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/models.htorl follow the calculation methodologies in
Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in thes@aiast AQMD’s CEQA Air
Quality Handbook.

In the Transportation/Circulation Section 15.aotlgh 15.g, the lead agency
discusses transportation impacts but does notodis@otential project traffic impacts
for intersections potentially affected by the prego project. The lead agency
concludes, that “The proposed project is consistathit the City of Palm Springs
General Plan Circulation Element (1992)” but doesprovide even a summary of a
current traffic study to support that finding. Fbe purposes of evaluating the
proposed project’s traffic impacts for CO hotspatalysis, the lead agency should at
minimum include the following in the Final MND teethonstrate that the potential
for CO hotspots is less than significant. The lageincy should identify the
intersection(s) that would be affected by the psgabproject; quantify the level of
service and volume to capacity effects of the pseplgoroject. Quantifying existing
traffic volumes, the proposed traffic impacts ane impacts from any proposed
mitigation measures are important because thetsasiay warrant performing a CO
hotspots analysis. The SCAQMD recommends perforitiadcO hotspots analysis
if the volume to capacity ratio increases by twocpat or more as a result of a
proposed project for intersections rated D or worsié the LOS declines from C to
D.
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Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposd
Terra Vita Project, 3.2807 — TTM 33936

Should the lead agency, after estimating the preghpsoject’s traffic impacts,
believe that a CO hotspots analysis is warrantiegsp refer to the most current Cal
Trans guidance regarding performing a CO hotspuddyais. This information can be
obtained at the following internet address:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/env/air/coprot/htm

Local Significance Threshold

3. Because the proposed site is located less thaaréegunile from an existing multi-
family residential site and another residentiattt@ract 31945) is currently being
developed, a localized air quality analysis maywheranted to ensure that the
residents in the existing multi-family site are adiersely affected by the
construction activities that are occurring in clpseximity. SCAQMD guidance for
performing a localized air quality analysis carftnend at the following web address:
http:/Mww.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/LST/LST.html




